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Expanded spring bear hunt a boon for northern economy,
says analyst
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But hunt won't have big impact on nuisance bear issue

 The province's announcement it will reinstate the spring bear hunt across the
province, through five-year pilot program, should be an economic boon for the
north, but won't do much to address the nuisance bear issue that plagued
Sudbury and other communities this past summer, says an analyst with the
Northern Policy Institute.

“Hunting is certainly an integral part of black bear management, but in terms of
reducing human-bear conflicts government studies and other scientific studies
have shown there is no correlation between the spring bear hunt and the
reduction of human-bear conflicts,” said Mike Commito, who wrote a paper in
August advocating the spring bear hunt be expanded, based mainly on economic
grounds. 

The province canceled the spring bear hunt in 1999 after years of protests that
focused on the ethics of baiting, and concern over orphaned cubs due to the
illegal shooting of lactating sows. 

But the province reinstated the spring hunt on a trial basis in eight of Ontario's
88 wildlife management units in 2014 and 2015. Commito said the new
expansion represents a good step that reflects many of the recommendations he
made in August.

Before the spring bear hunt was canceled in 1999 it generated an estimated $30
million in economic activity from local and visiting hunters each season – in
conjunction with the fall hunt. The expanded spring hunt will once again allow
non-residents to participate in the hunt, as long as they do so through a
recognized outfitter.
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The province's announcement it will reinstate the spring bear hunt across the province, through five-year pilot program, should
be an economic boon for the north, but won't do much to address the nuisance bear issue that plagued Sudbury and other
communities this past summer, says an analyst with the Northern Policy Institute. File photo.
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But it could take several years before non-resident bear hunters – primarily from
the United States – return in large numbers.

“When you lose a market you're not necessarily going to recapture it with the
same numbers as in the past,” Commito said.

As for reducing human-bear encounters in cities like Sudbury, Commito said
reducing bears' access to garbage in communities has proven to be a more
effective form of prevention than the spring hunt.

He said Sudbury's new bylaw, that will require people to wait until morning
before they put their garbage out to the curb for pickup, is a “positive step
forward.”

But Mark Ryckman, a senior wildlife biologist with the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters, said the spring hunt is an important tool to prevent human-
bear encounters, but it must be used in conjunction with other initiatives.

“Hunting and the Bear Wise program and associated bylaws with respect to
garbage, those are all individual management tools that can be used in concert to
minimize human-bear conflicts,” he said.
Ryckman said he does not expect a big influx in new bear hunters with the
expanded spring bear hunt, but many hunters – who will mostly receive only one
bear tag for the season – could switch from the fall hunt to the spring.

The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters has advocated for the full
reinstatement of the spring hunt since it was canceled, and Ryckman said
Friday's news was a “very positive step in the right direction.”

But he said the federation is still waiting to hear details around baiting rules, and
how those could impact its members.
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THeres the link again.
Like · Reply · 15 hrs

Mike Archibald
A comment disappeared for some reason, but it had information worth keeping here, namely
that Elliot Lake had numerous bear issues this year and the claim that hunters are
responsible and don't shoot mother bears.

Hunting organizations themselves admit that 30% of bears shot during the spring hunt were
females back when there was a spring bear hunt. The estimates were that AT LEAST over
200 bear cubs are orphaned, and being orphaned in the 'semi wild' is far different than being
orphaned in the city in June. 
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orphaned in the city in June. 

And people can look at Mr. Davison's comment (which I agree with) about ho... See More
Like · Reply · 15 hrs

Michel Bourget · Nerd at Retired Federal Employee
I for one was a hunter and gave it all up, morally I just couldn't stomach it anymore..they
should publish a picture of a skinned bear! It looks so human..turned me off killing
anything.baiting bears is wrong, to easy...I've witnessed Americans shooting bears that
would walk right up to them for food..now let's make it fair for the bear hunters can only use
bird shot! Lol that would curve the braveness right out of them? I for one will clad myself in
orange and go to baiting station and do some target practice to scare the Bears away...
Like · Reply · Nov 1, 2015 3:02am

Mike Archibald
To make it fair they shouldn't be allowed to use ANYTHING. I suspect you aren't
serious, because that would be horrific. In a news report from a place in the states
they killed a bear ( I forget why) but they found over a dozen wounds in its body,
including three broken arrow tips. 

In the states even with bear baiting they are having a hard time because the hunting
population is declining so fast. I wouldn't even call this 'hunting'. When I was a kid we
were taught to 'hunt', it requires actually 'hunting'. I call this the same as people who
sit in deer stands and duck blinds'waiti... See More
Like · Reply · Nov 1, 2015 5:34am

Brad Anderson · Sudbury, Ontario
Arch!...different story!...same old crap!...Basically whatever the Article is... you have the
same reasoning to critique it..!...It doesn't benefit this one....it doesn't benefit that one!...The
stats say this!...This the stats say that!...Down in New Brunswick where I come from!...The
Media isn't doing their Job!...The Media is doing their Job!...I think the Ministry guys that say
Hunting multiplies the Population!...(I hate to say it are right) If your not able to shoot an
Impregnated Female! or one with Cubs!...I would think the population will grow!....I think the
Tables should be turned... shoot the Females...nothing for the Males to play with!..Therefore
they move on Looking for Females...They'll probably die of "Lovers Nuts" thus you have a
Very reduced Population!...Then we all can put our garbage out at any time we want!
Like · Reply · Oct 31, 2015 4:44pm

Mike Archibald
Of course I have the same reasoninglook at who benefits, who doesn't, what the
research says, compare it to other regions, look at the media bias. I hate to tell you
dude, but thats how normal people look at issues. Get used to it (or not, I don't really
care), thats pretty much how I approach EVERY public policy issue. Or you can just
go by what you heard on the radio from the 'biologist from the wildlife federation' and
think you are being 'objective'. Whatever floats your boat. 

As mentioned on the other thread, they ARE shooting females, its only if there are
cubs around that it... See More
Like · Reply · Oct 31, 2015 5:33pm

Brad Anderson · Sudbury, Ontario
Mike Archibald Arch you have a Hard>>! of hatred for the Media!..I don't have a
radio ( I guess your being persnickety about that)! and What makes a Biologist from
the Wildlife Federation any Less knowledgeable or intelligent than a Ministry
Biologist? The ones (ministry biologists) I met at that Town Hall meeting didn"t seem
any smarter than your (Average Bear!) Get it Arch!...Ha!...Ha!. Shooting Females if
there are no cubs around...Hmmm! doesn't any Mother in the wild tell the cubs
(babies) of whatever species! to climb a tree... run...or stay still?...How does an
Excited Hunter tell i... See More
Like · Reply · Nov 1, 2015 2:13am

Mike Archibald
Brad Anderson 
"How does an Excited Hunter tell if the Bear has Balls or not?....Does he/she really
care?...Even if it's a Baiting situation! Do you think a Financially strapped Lodge
owner is gonna say don't shoot that! (he may at breakfast)"

Amen. I didn't bring that up, so thanks for doing so and helping with the cause. That
is absolutely true, and these are rural places so if a hunter DOES kill a mother, the
lodge is just going to 'bury the evidence'. This is an industry that caters to killing, the
idea that they are going to 'police themselves' is ludicrous. Thanks again for
bringi... See More
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Like · Reply · Nov 1, 2015 4:37am

Mike Archibald
Not a bad article, I was wondering when the "we're all gonna get rich" by Mike Commito
article was going to resurface. But the comment from the 'wildlife biologist' with the federation
of anglers and hunters has no place being mentioned. There is NO science which indicates a
spring bear hunt has anything but the effect of INCREASING nuisance bear calls, as
Commito touches on (though only gives half the story, that it doesn't decrease them). 

As for the 'boon', that is just outright ludicrous. These outfitters are in remote areas, its not
like Sudbury restaurants or the city gets ... See More
Like · Reply · Oct 31, 2015 1:58pm

David Burgess · Works at Mortgage Marketing
I have a theory. We have to improve the downtown core (a lot) and move out of the suburbs,
thus creating an effective "bear barrier" zone. The designs for compact cities are all on my
blog, in case anyone cares. 
(http://everbuildingblog.blogspot.ca.)
Like · Reply · Oct 31, 2015 10:55am
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