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By Matt Vis, tbnewswatch.com

THUNDER BAY - Despite the region shedding nearly 20,000 jobs from 2003 to
2013, there is hope the labour market is starting to stabilize.

That’s a finding from the Northern Policy Institute, which on Friday released
report called Settling Down in the Northwest: Stability and Opportunity in the
Northwestern Ontario Labour Market which outlined recent trends.

The number of people employed in the region peaked in 2003 at 118,000, before
declining and hitting a low of 99,000 in 2011.

Since then it was rebounded to slightly more than 1,000 which is good news, says
Madge Richardson, executive director of North Superior Workforce Planning
Board.

“I'm very cautiously optimistic but overall optimistic. The employment, although
we’ve had some volatility with some ups and downs, is stabilizing,” Richardson
said.

“No, we haven't fully recovered from where it was in its heyday. However, in the
last number of years it is stabilizing around the 100,000 mark so that in itself is a
good sign.”

One of the sectors most responsible for the decrease was in goods-producing
jobs, which dropped by 43 per cent from 2003 until 2013.

There were 30,200 such jobs in 2003 compared to 17,100 in 2013.
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Richardson said she believes the sector has the potential to rebound, though it
will require forward thinking and adapting to future market conditions.

"I think all sectors and labour activity is cyclical. Certainly, there has been a huge
downturn in the forestry industry but it too is showing a resurgence but it’s
different,” she said.

“It’s not the same standard jobs we may have seen a humber of years ago
however the jobs are still there.”

The study also found there has been an ongoing negative net youth migration,
with many between the ages of 15-29 leaving Northwestern Ontario to find work.

In 2013 there was a net decline of 400 youth, with the majority coming from the
20 to 24-year-old demographic.

James Cuddy, who authored the report, said that trend has been gradually
slowing but it’s not enough to just acknowledge the youth that are choosing to

stay. Events
I think what we have to focus on now is working together collaboratively, looking | all categories .
at some of the strategies and what we can do locally to ensure they do stay here
and not only are employed but employed in what they are interested,” he said.
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Richardson is already seeing evidence that some of the younger members of the
work force are either staying or returning home, possibly as a result of the
downturn in the oil industry.
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“It’s something that’s going to adjust. If they all came in at once certainly it
would be something that would have to be addressed fairly quickly,” she said. Mar 22 For The Family
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“But when we're not populating and reproducing as much as we did to stay as
economically viable we need that new labour force coming in so we need people )
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Richardson said further analyses will be conducted later this year which will allow Dinner
experts to see more specific trends.
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Comments We've improved our comment system.

jonthunder says:

I am suspicious of any of the figures/data offered here. I know my own son
and daughter and the fast majority of their friends/fellow students left here
for university, grad school and jobs - they found next to zero opportunity
here and the grad schools were better elsewhere to prepare for a move
later. I don't mean to be too negative; but we are far from out of the woods
as they say. We are still in "doo doo" land

7 Agree
Flag_as Inappropriate

3/20/2015 6:15:34 PM
Eastender says:

What most of us new instinctively, and intuitively has just been confirmed
by actual statistical numbers. Although these numbers were there all the
time if one wanted to check them out, it is good to see them publicized in
the news media once in a while.

Twenty thousand decent jobs now recovering by an increase of 1,000 not
so decent paying jobs.

Well when you hit bottom, theres nowhere to go but up.

Well, maybe not up,but at least upright and afloat!
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Still recovering - Thnewswatch.com Thunder Bay News

3/20/2015 6:43:28 PM 4 Agree
Flag_as Inappropriate
orcal says:
They're probably leaving because there's no event centre in Thunser Bay
LOL
Agree
3/20/2015 8:01:38 PM Flag_as Inappropriate
Jack Frost says:
Baloney Meter says...
Full 1!
(2]
Agree
3/20/2015 8:04:08 PM Flag_as Inappropriate

Jack Frost says:

A finding from the Northern Policy Institute says: "There is hope the labour
market is starting to stabilize"

Translation = there are no more jobs left to loose because there all gone...

I have more faith in Santa Clause, The Tooth Fairy and The Easter Bunny
etc...

4 Agree
3/20/2015 8:15:03 PM Flag_as Inappropriate

Kaministiquia Kid says:

REBOUNDING !! The region is rebounding, forestry picking up , the next
generation is staying here in the northwest . Education,health care, tech ,
finance, the future is little brighter.

Agree
3/20/2015 8:51:10 PM Flag_as Inappropriate
Arch Stanton says:
'‘North Superior Workforce Planning Board.'
THE WHATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT?!10111111111]
4 Agree
3/20/2015 9:59:28 PM Flag as Inappropriate
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