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To batter serve Morthan Ontario,
FedMor needs (o cut ties with Ind us-
try Canaca.

That's the main message in anew
report by the Morthern Policy Inst i-
fufe, which was relesed on Tuesday
The Narthern Ontario think tank's
report argues FedMor nesds o move
away from hdusry Canada and be-
come a stand-alone agency, which
answers directly o the Treasury
Board of Canada Secredariaf,

The report goes on tosay that Fid-
Mor s not a agency as it iscurrenidy
but simply a vehicle o deliver fund-
ing to programs within Industry
Canada.

In addition to ecoming morme in-
dependent, the report has four ofher
recommendations including aban-
doning its current projectcentric
approach o providing grants and
funding in favour of a amall mmba
of larger investments that are aimed
tobudd up the so called value-added
and knowledee intensive economic
clusters

The report also calls on BedMor (o
adopt the Grow th Plan for Horthern
Ontario as its policy framework for
the region, The Northern Policy In-
sfituie was also a part of the Ontario
Gronwth Plan when it was announeead
back in 2011

“In short, FedMar is the institu-
tional embodiment of the federal
government's historic amb ivalence
about the particular needs of North-
ern Onbario,” the report states,

"Furthar evidence of the perenni-
al lip serwice the federal governmait
pays to deceniralized emonomic de
velopment governanoe in Northern
Ontario is that FedDey, created in
2008 for southern Ontario, com-
mands more organiztional antono-
my and discretion than FedN oz

The report also argues that the
federal government and municipali-
ties  should pariner with the
prowines o realize the growth plan's
shared vizion for the North

MDP MP and FedMor Critic John
Ralferty supporied some of the ideas
in the report such as the idea of be-
coming more independent but he
was hesitant about adopting all of
the recommendations.

“There's noquestion that some me-
construction has to be done,” he
said. “FedMor should b a stand-
alone agency. Under this govern-
ment, FedMor has fallen short in a
number of areas The [ird one
which is the obvious one, is when
the Conservatives took power (in
2006) the budeat has been cut in half,
I will be pushing fo have that
brought badk to 2007 levds."

He argued that FedMor beooming
a stand-alone agen oy would make i
mone fransparent for Mortherners
and Canadians

Rafferty wasn't sure about the
recommendation tomove away [rom
the prioject-hass] approach FedRor
currently has He said he would be
warried that smaller communit ies
would be overlocked but he e
mained open to dismssing the idea
mare,

He zaid he would like o seelocal
initiative grants returned o ensune
all communities have access (o Fed-
Mor funding.

Rafferty alao said he would be
hesitant to have FedMor funds ied
up ina formal agresment as i could
eat up the program fund ing.

“Twiould hesitate on the basis that
FedNar funds could in essenoe be hi-
jacked," he said, While seeing value
in working co-operatively with the
Minisiry of Morthern Development
and Mines and the Morthern Her
itage Fund Corporaiion, he said a
fiormal parimership is not wise,

The Chronicle-Journal was un-
able o reach FedMor Ministar Greg
Rickford for a comment.

Rickford's staff did send a state-
ment which said “"FedMNor has a
proven tradk record of making tar-
geted, responsible iiwestments in
Community economic development,
business growih, competitivensss
and innovation. Sinee 06, we have
imvested in more than 1900 projects
acroea Northern Ontario, while sup
porting over 44,000 jobs"




